
 

 
 

        
     

 
        

             
 

 
         

      
       

 
        

         
      

   
 

          
         

 
     

       
       

 
        

       
     

Totally laparoscopic right colectomy with transvaginal specimen extraction: 
the authors’ initial institutional experience 

Weill Cornell Medicine is an academic medical center that provides exemplary care for our patients. 
Our Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery includes the nation’s leading surgeons for colon and rectal 
surgical treatments.  

Above and beyond caring for patients, our compassionate physicians and surgeons also conduct 
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Table 2 Pathologic characteristics 

Diagnosis Patient 1 

Tubulovillous adenoma 

Patient 2 

Adenocarcinoma 

Patient 3 

Adenomatous polyp 

with high-grade dysplasia 

Patient 4 

Adenocarcinoma 

Tumor size (cm) 1.9 3.2 1 4.2 

Specimen length (cm) 22.4 52.5 15 18 

No. of lymph node retrieved 16 13 22 12 

Stage T0N0 T3N1 T0N0 T3N0 

Fig. 5 Resected specimen after transvaginal extraction 

of hernia, both asymptomatic and symptomatic, is similar 

between open and laparoscopic colon resections, especially 

if a midline extraction site is used [7, 8]. The health care 

costs of wound-related complications remain significant 

[15], requiring improvements in surgical technique that 

limit wound complications and improve postoperative 

outcomes. 

In 2007, Palanivelu et al. [3] presented their series of 

seven patients with familial adenomatous polyposis who 

underwent totally laparoscopic proctocolectomy with 

specimen extraction through a posterior colpotomy. They 

identified no complications and described compete healing 

of the extraction site by the initial follow-up assessment. 

Therefore, they proposed that NOSE may eliminate the 

local wound complications associated with transabdominal 

colonic specimen retrieval. 

Franklin et al. [14] provided the first case report of 

totally laparoscopic right colectomy with intracorporeal 

anastomosis and specimen extraction through a posterior 

colpotomy. Again, their patient experienced no complica-

tions associated with the performance of an intracorporeal 

anastomosis and no morbidity associated with the vaginal 

extraction site. 

Our technique varies from that of Franklin et al. [14] 
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